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MYTH 1: HIGHER DEFENSE SPENDING EQUALS INCREASED MYTH 2
SECURITY P
“If you want peace, prepare for war.” —

So goes the much-repeated phrase, taken to heart
around the globe. Indeed, the world spends a great deal

milita

could

preparing for war: at least $1,776 billion in 2014. - With

wron

such high levels of spending, and the innumerable .

threats that arms purchases are said to protect us from, —

it would be easy to accept this adage at face value: why |
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security. Just one of these is the situation referred to as the classic ‘security dilemma’ of
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setting arms races in motion: three others are also explored in this chapter. For example, in
states where the purchasing government is undemocratic or corrupt, there are incontrovertible
examples where a government uses weapons to the detriment of the security of citizens.

How much is spent?

The Stockholm Intemnational Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) estimates world military
spending in 2014 at $1,776 billion.* As a share of global economic output (Gross Domestic
Product, or GDP), this amounts to 2.3% globally.* This is almost certainly an underestimate,
as it excludes some countries such as North Korea where meaningful dollar figures cannot be
calculated, and considerable ‘off budget’ military spending that occurs in many countries, for
example by using oil revenues to buy arms without including it in the national budget.

During the Cold War, both NATO and the Warsaw Pact spent vast amounts on their militaries.
For over forty years the US and the Soviet Union engaged in an arms race, both conventional
and nuclear. Each did so largely out of fear of the other’s intentions, seeking nuclear
deterrence and the capability to win a Third World War, while at the same time generating
increased fears and insecurity in the other. When the Cold War ended, the western public
discovered that NATO had hugely inflated their estimates of the Soviet military capability.
The fears were real, but they had been exaggerated.

2 SIPRI. 2014. *Military Expenditure.” SIPRI Military Expenditure Database.
3 Ibid.

4 SIPRI. 2015. “Trends in World Military Expenditure 2014.” SIPRI Fact Sheet. http:/books.sipri.org/files/FS/
SIPRIFS1504.pdf

With the end of the Cold War, there was a great deal of hope that countries would divert
defense funds into social development: what was known as the ‘peace dividend.® Signs were
initially good: at the end of the Cold War, military spending fell significantly in real terms
(i.c. adjusted for inflation) up to the mid 1990s. But military spending started increasing
again after 1998, and much more rapidly after 2001, in the aftermath of 9/11. (See figure 1
below). Since 2011, the global economic crisis has seen the total start to fall, as austerity and

NATO

During the Cold War, both NATO and the Warsaw
Pact spent vast amounts on their militaries. When the
Cold War ended, the western public discovered that
NATO had hugely inflated their estimates of the Soviet
military capability. NATO members, including the US,
spent a total of $949 billion in 2013, 54% of total world
military spending. Other countries that the US classes as
‘major non-NATO allies’, including Japan, Australia and
Israel, accounted for another 10% of the total. Eight of
the top 15 military spenders worldwide are either NATO
members or US major non-NATO allies (see table 1). In
2011, Muammar Gaddafi was overthrown by an
insurrection, backed by Arab governments such as Qatar
and Sudan, with a NATO air campaign paving the way.
While the deaths of 1,000 triggered NATO intervention,
the war that followed killed some 25,000, and the unrest
in years since has added many thousands more
(between June 2014 and April 2015, for example, over
3000 people were killed in what has been called Libya’s
second civil war''). The deal was widely criticised by the
US and other Eastern European countries as Russia was
already posing a military threat to NATO countries.




O
®
B
i

localhost ¢ 9 0

=
it D
1B

[ran

LSaudi Arabia
While Saudi Arabia has significant tensions with its I\/l I d d | e E aSt
neighbour across the Gulf, Iran, the latter is a far weaker Af g h a n i St a n

military power with little ability to launch a successful

attack on Saudi Arabia and other Gulf nations. Years of P k I -t
sanctions on Iran have increased the costs of acquiring a I S a n
and maintaining weapons systems, and it often has to

make do with running older systems that would be TU r ke y

massively outgunned by a fraction of Saudi power. One .
part of this is undoubtedly Saudi Arabia’s influence in Sy r | a
the Middle East, where it is seen to counter-balance the

influence of Iran. But also important in cementing this

relationship is the fact that Saudi Arabia is one of the

largest purchasers of defense equipment from the US

and UK. In the early 1980s, Iraq, under the dictatorial

leadership of Saddam Hussein, launched a war against

Iran. Iran had recently undergone a revolution that had

replaced the Shah of Iran (a long-time US and European

ally, despite his dictatorial rule) with a religious clique,

the Ayatollahs, that promised to convert Iran to Muslim

orthodoxy. "'/ In 2014, the number of battle deaths was

estimated to be around 100,000; by comparison, they

reached over 600,000 in the early 1950s (during the
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INDEFENSIBLE: SETTING THE SCENE

Just before midday on the 15™of March 2008, an arms
dump in the small Albanian village of Gerdec caught
alight. The gargantuan explosions that followed were
heard nearly 100 miles away and continued for almost
14 hours. The explosions killed 26 people, including a
three year-old, a seven year-old who was cycling nearby
and a pregnant woman. Over 300 people were injured,
318 houses completely destroyed and 400 others
damaged.

It was a tragedy designerl by the international arms
business and involving the collusion of the US
government, Albanian government and a contract with a
shady company, AEY Inc.

The story begins in January 2007, when the US
Department of Defense awarded a $298m contract to an
upstart U.S. company, AEY, to supply ammunition to
the Afghan military. The U.S.-backed Afghan National
Army uses Soviet-designed small arms such as
Kalashnikovs, as they are accustomed to them, they are
cheap and serviceable. But (at that time), America didn’t
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Just before midday on the 15tof March 2008, an arms
dump in the small Albanian village of Gerdec caught
alight. The gargantuan explosions that followed were
heard nearly 100 miles away and continued for almost
14 hours. The explosions killed 26 people, including a
three year-old, a seven year-old who was cycling nearby
and a pregnant woman. Over 300 people were injured,
318 houses completely destroyed and 400 others
damaged.

It was a tragedy designed by the international arms
business and involving the collusion of the US
government, Albanian government and a contract with a
shady company, AEY Inc.

The story begins in January 2007, when the US
Department of Defense awarded a $298m contract to an
upstart U.S. company, AEY, to supply ammunition to
the Afghan military. The U.S.-backed Afghan National
Army uses Soviet-designed small arms such as
Kalashnikovs, as they are accustomed to them, they are
cheap and serviceable. But (at that time), America didn’t
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our fluid future. The programme works as a
think tank for visual strategies where Master’s
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design projects. With a strong radar for social
change, they touch upon the contradictions of
contemporary society. And after two years they
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“If you want peace, prepare for war.”

So goes the much-repeated phrase, taken to heart
around the globe. Indeed, the world spends a great deal
preparing for war: at least $1,776 billion in 2014.'>! With
such high levels of spending, and the innumerable
threats that arms purchases are said to protect us from,
it would be easy to accept this adage at face value: why
on earth else would responsible governments pour such
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Indefensible The Myths that Sustain a Bloated, Corrupt
and Dangerous Global Arms Business
Military spending around the world totalled $1776 billion in 2014: nearly $250 for

every one of the earth’s 7 billion people.
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INDEFENSIBLE: SETTING THE SCENE

Just before midday on the 15%0f March 2008, an arms
dump in the small Albanian village of Gerdec caught
alight. The gargantuan explosions that followed were
heard nearly 100 miles away and continued for almost
14 hours. The explosions killed 26 people, including a
three year-old, a seven year-old who was cycling nearby
and a pregnant woman. Over 300 people were injured,
318 houses completely destroyed and 400 others
damaged.

It was a tragedy designed by the international arms
business and involving the collusion of the US
government, Albanian government and a contract with a
shady company, AEY Inc.

The story begins in January 2007, when the US
Department of Defense awarded a $298m contract to an
upstart U.S. company, AEY, to supply ammunition to
the Afghan military. The U.S.-backed Afghan National
Army uses Soviet-designed small arms such as
Kalashnikovs, as they are accustomed to them, they are
cheap and serviceable. But (at that time), America didn’t
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